we watch its growth with one glance towards the progress of the science, and another to the conspicuous share in its advancement which belongs to our able countrymen.
Looking at the subject as practical physicians, it is pleasing to observe how much of this progress has been due to those who belong to our laborious class. While we admire the energy which finds opportunity in the midst of so many anxious distractions, for Reviews.
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and Gratiolet, and adverts to the opposing opinions of Kolliker. [Jan.
of the will along the anterior white columns, and the transverse or radiating fibres connected with these, which pass into a similar group ; and this influence, by diffusing its stimulus equally over all the cells of the group, produces a simultaneous and equivalent action in all the motor threads emerging to constitute the nerve.
2. The number of these anterior fibres, the conductors of our will, must thus be in correspondence with the number of cell-groups, and the different combinations of which these are capable, and consequently is much smaller than the number of medullary fibres for the sensory nerves, in the posterior column ; so that, by the continual accession of new sensory nerves, the white medullary matter at the back part of the cord increases more in thickness in its course upwards than the anterior portion, a fact fully demonstrated by the appearance of the cord at different transverse sections.
3. "Where a larger number of nerves, to be distributed to muscles, issues from the cord, as for the extremities, there must necessarily exist also a larger number of the cell-groups from which they arise ; and hence it is that the anterior grey horns in the cervical and lumbar enlargements are so much thicker than in the upper part of the neck or in the back. Their immediate origin from individual processes of the ganglion-cells is often, but not in the majority of instances, very distinct, and they arise from both descriptions of cells; the purely motor fibres springing from the anterior horns, and the purely sensitive from the posterior horns, of the grey substance. By the central relations of the general nerve-roots are constituted four distinct anatomical systems: 1st, the anterior, or purely motor system; 2nd, the posterior, or purely sensory system; 3rd, the radiated system, or central portion of the roots of the plexus of the pia mater; and 4th, the lateral, or mixed system, which includes the two upper roots of the accessory nerve of Willis, the par vagum, <fec., and has its chief connexions with the medulla oblongata and mesocephalon. The fibres of the radiated system distinguish themselves essentially from all the others, by their passing from the extremities of the processus reticulares, or from thread-like processes emanating from the grey substance; by their diverging outwards on all sides; and by their forming an angle with the spinal axis similar to. that of the sensory and motor tracts, but opening upwards, or in a reversed direction. The anterior spinal nerve-roots derive their origin from the proper ganglion substance, but especially from the great ganglion-groups in the anterior horns. A portion of the elementary fibres passes uniformly, on either side, from the more internally situated of these groups, to the anterior horn of the opposite side, traversing thus the commissure placed in front of the central canal, and crossing each other at very acute angles. The posterior, or sensory nerve-roots, derive their primitive fibres from the posterior horns of the grey matter; chiefly from the proper ganglion substance, and only partially from the great ganglion groups. They have no direct communication with the anterior spinal roots; but are brought into close relation with them by means of the middle layer of the ganglion groups, as these are seen to dispense filaments in both directions. The fibres also decussate with those of the opposite side, by means of the commissure passing behind the central canal; but this at an angle so acute that their course appears to be parallel, and the intersection frequently escapes observation.
These, like all the other elementary fibres, stand as little as those of the anterior spinal roots in connexion with certain separate divisions of the medullary substance of the cord.
The fibres of the radiated system, emerging from the surface of the cord at innumerable points, throughout its whole length, and passing into the pia mater, form the nervous plexus of the pia mater described by Purkinje. Their distribution afterwards is uncertain, but is probably chiefly into the arachnoid membrane of the cord. The appearance of the ganglion-cells in this plexus, partly interposed between the primitive Reviews.
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on the brain, and so of the other senses. To recal a scene, then, or a set of features, or a landscape, or a strain of music, may be merely to direct the faculty which first perceived, on that point where the impression was first perceptible, and where it has since remained : and if age bring back the recollections of youth better than those of yesterday, it is but because the undeteriorated apparatus sufficed better, at the one period than at the other, to transmit and preserve the necessary impressions which the mind is otherwise still sound enough to appreciate.
But such speculations, in the present state of our knowledge, may be received almost at pleasure either in jest or in earnest. Even if they could be admitted as ingenious and subtle while they continue in the abstract, they fail ridiculously when we seek their application : and least of all, even could they be carried to a demonstration, are they fitted to be received as furnishing an ultimate explanation, which some have attempted, of the union of mind and body. Between the material and the immaterial world there is, to the human cognizance, an eternity of distance : the fiat of Omnipotence, which has created both, binds them to each other.
Nowhere is it easier than here to pass words for realities, and make a new turn of expression assume the dignity of a new truth or a new discovery. But prudent judgments, like those whose labours we have introduced to our readers, will content themselves with the strict field of investigation ;
and will teach us that the nearer we approach the final difficulty, it is only to perceive it the more distinctly, and consequently to regard it the more humbly. When we stand in wonder before that Ineffable Power which has joined matter to intelligence, and which has made it conscious, not only of self-existence, but of other existences, so as to enable it to act upon these through observation and reason, we shall be ready to own with Tillotson, that a perfect knowledge of nature is nowhere to be found but in the Author of it; and that no less wisdom and understanding than that which made the world, and contrived this vast and regular frame of existence, can thoroughly understand the philosophy of it, and comprehend so vast a design.
